
 
 

Update from the Clinical Associate Dean 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
As you all now know, Professor Emad El-Omar has signed on as Professor of 
Medicine at St George and Sutherland Clinical School.  We’re hopeful his various 
registrations, not to mention the logistics of moving a large family to Australia, will 
allow him to be on deck in early 2016.  But he will be visiting, with Dr Georgina Hold, 
his principal scientist, in early August, and together they will be presenting to Medical 
Grand Rounds at St George at 8am on August 6th.  Please make sure you keep that 
time free.  Emad has penned some words for this newsletter: see below.  I am truly 
excited about his impending arrival; I hope you find his enthusiasm as inspiring as I 
do. 

 
There are other major changes occurring at UNSW that may yet have direct effects 
on the academic environment at St George and Sutherland.  As I mentioned in the 
last newsletter, Prof Ian Jacobs, UNSW vice-chancellor, has embarked on a major 
project of understanding the university and its schools.  Along with a number of St 
George and Sutherland academics, I attended a forum with him in May, at which he 
was presented with detailed information about a number of clinical schools and their 
future plans.  It was clear from that meeting that he has an understanding of the 
environment in which we work, and what might be done at high levels to make 
relationships between university and local health district operate smoothly.  The new 
Dean of Medicine, Professor Rodney Phillips, who takes up his position in coming 
weeks, was also at that meeting.  He will be visiting St George and Sutherland in 
early July: I will be in contact with many of you shortly to tee up opportunities for you 
to meet with him. 
 
Our teaching program continues to run smoothly under the expert care of Joanna and 
Buddhi, and Justin, at the St George, and Sutherland, Clinical Teaching Units.  They 
will be approaching many of you shortly to ask for your participation as examiners in 
the various clinical examinations occurring later in the year.  The first of these will be 
for 6th year students, who complete their exams before undertaking their Preparation 
for Internship Terms.  Thank you again for all your help in teaching and training the 
next generation of young medical graduates, and in anticipation for your assistance in 
their exams. 
 
As always, I’m happy to be contacted directly about any issues you might want to 
discuss 
 
Michael Grimm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Greetings from the new Professor of Medicine Emad El-Omar  
 
I am very grateful to be given an opportunity to write to you 
before my arrival in Sydney. I am very honoured and excited to 
take up the Chair of Medicine at St George & Sutherland Clinical 
School, UNSW, and I am looking forward very much to meeting 
you all in the next few months. The UNSW is a world class 
institution and St George & Sutherland are major teaching 
hospitals that are set for major development over the next few 
years. The potential for world class collaborative research is 
tremendous and the future looks very bright indeed. It was an 
easy decision for me to relocate to this wonderful city and 
institution. I am bursting with excitement and cannot wait to start 
a new research, clinical and personal journey with you in 
Sydney. 
 
By way of introduction, I did my undergraduate education at 
Glasgow University, Scotland, and did my clinical training in general Internal 
Medicine and Gastroenterology in the various hospitals within Glasgow. I spent a few 
years engaged in full time research at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, USA, and 
the National Cancer Institute, NIH, Maryland, USA. I took up the newly created Chair 
of Gastroenterology in Aberdeen University in 2000 and over the past 15 years built a 
very successful department that is underpinned by the pillars of clinical academia: 
world class research, excellent clinical care and teaching and mentorship. My 
research programme is centred on the theme of microbially-induced chronic 
inflammation and GI disease, including GI cancer (gastric and colorectal) and 
inflammatory bowel disease. The specialist strengths are in host genetics and the 
role of the gut microbiota in health and disease. Clinically, I am a hands on 
gastroenterologist and I enjoy the various challenges within our craft, especially 
bowel cancer screening. I have a great passion for mentoring and academic 
development and I established and run all the schemes that have inspired 
undergraduates and post-graduates within the School of Medicine & Dentistry at 
Aberdeen University. 
 
There will of course be some challenges. For a start, I come from a land renowned 
for year-long dry warm sunshine, so getting used to the Australian weather is going to 
be tough. Regardless, I am determined that together, we will create a very exciting 
clinical academic environment that will inspire the next generation and will deliver 
high impact advances in clinical care. Our ambition is to make our School the hub of 
internationally competitive research and clinical care that attracts the best in every 
field of medicine. It is a very exciting and worthwhile challenge. I look forward to 
seeing you soon. 
 
Emad El-Omar 
 
Update on Teaching, Clinical Teaching Unit 
 
The St George and Sutherland Clinical School has recently secured a Department of 
Health grant  which will be used to equip and update the medical equipment needed 
for clinical and procedural skills training for medical students. When available, 
medical students who are enrolled at St George and Sutherland clinical school will be 
able to use the equipment to improve and practice their clinical skills.  
 
The phase 3 students who started their Medicine or Surgery term on 11th May are 
enjoying their current attachment and benefiting from the interaction with the team. 
All phase 3 students will be on a week’s break from 6th July, resuming their study on 
13th July. 
 



Our year 1 medical students started their hospital sessions in May. Led by their 
phase 1 tutors, the students have been going to the ward for their clinical activities 
and becoming more familiar with the hospital settings and environment. In July, they 
will be joined by the year 2 students who are currently at other clinical schools for 
their term. We are looking forward to welcoming back all of our year 1 – year 6 as 
well as ILP students in July this year. 
 
CONJOINTS NEEDED TO ASSIST IN THE PHASE 3 (YEAR 6) 
MEDICAL EXAMS: 
 
St George Hospital: 
Dates – 16, 17, 22-24 September – contact Joanna Tjojoatmodjo 
djuniah@unsw.edu.au 
 
Sutherland Hospital: 
Dates – 17, 25 & 29 September – contact Justin Joynes j.joynes@unsw.edu.au 
 
Joanna and Justin, Student Administrative Officers 
 
Postgraduate Update 
 
The St George and Sutherland Clinical School Postgraduate Student Program 
currently has 25 enrolled students, with 17 PhD Scholars and 8 enrolled for Masters 
degrees. We have 6 theses currently under examination, and another 4 students 
planning to submit by the end of Semester 1 2015. 
 
Since our last newsletter Samar Masoumi Moghaddam has been awarded PhD and 
George Hardas has been awarded a Masters. Congratulations to them both. 
 
Annual Progress Reviews have commenced and will continue through July and 
August. 
 
The St George & Sutherland Clinical School Three Minute Thesis Competition has 
been cancelled for 2015 due to the number of students writing their thesis. This will 
render the competition poorly represented at school level. However, the faculty Three 
Minute Thesis Competition will be held on Friday July 3rd and all other students are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
Ashish Diwan, Postgraduate Co-ordinator 
     
Phase 3 Sutherland Hospital ResMed Visit 29 April 2015 
 
On Wednesday 29th April, I had the pleasure of accompanying  11 of our Phase 3 
Students on a trip to the ResMed Facility that I arranged.  It was well received by all 
who attended and consisted of a tour of the manufacturing facility where students 
witnessed how various CPAP (and autoset machines) and masks are manufactured 
for local use and export.  
 
It was a real eye opener and we witnessed both the use of machines and human 
labour in the manufacturing process.  Students also had a “hands on” session where 
they were able to try the various masks used for the treatment of sleep disorders 
(e.g. nasal mask, full face mask) and also what it feels like to be on CPAP therapy – 
an Australian invention. Our thanks go to ResMed who opened its doors for us and 
Mr David Aridi who helped to arrange the visit. We hope to have more such 
opportunities in the future. 
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Gregory Katsoulotos, Senior Lecturer Sutherland Hospital  

 
You’re Invited… 5th Annual Clinical School Dinner on Thursday 
17th September 2015 

 
Come join us in celebrating the annual Clinical School dinner on Thursday 17th 
September 2015 at the Novotel, Brighton Le Sands.  Mark the date in your calendar, 
invitations to be sent out shortly.  RSVP essential, further details contact Joanna 
9113 2709. 

 
Conjoint Promotion  
 
Associate Professor –  Stephen Asha, Senior Lecturer- Christopher Weatherall, 
Lecturer – Patricia Bastick  
 
New Conjoint Appointments 

 
Associate Lecturer – Sharon Hu, Matthew Parker, Julia Chen, Nicla Varnier, Shelly 
Wang, Denis Schilder, Eleanor Chapman, Jovan Brdaroski, Tien Yew Chern, Jolyne 
O’Hare, Aaron Victor 
 
ROS Training 
 
Ms Toni Le Roux, Information Services Librarian (Outreach Librarian) will be coming 
to St George to hold an Online Publications Training session on Thursday 9th July 
@10.00am.  
 
The training session will be held in the Clinical Teaching Unit, located in the Lane 
Way (Behind Rose Cottage, 34 Chapel St).  If you would like to attend please email 
Laura Golland l.golland@unsw.edu.au  

 
Laura Golland, Publications Administrator  
 
Research Gateway Profiles  
 
If you are a conjoint currently conducting research at the St George and Sutherland 
Clinical School and would like to set up a research profile on the UNSW Research 
website please contact Laura Golland l.golland@unsw.edu,au to discuss.  
 
For research staff, your profile will enable you to showcase the work that you do, 
promote your research area and achievements, and attract students and potential 
research collaborators.  Gateway profiles are synchronized to Research Output 
Service( ROS), meaning that publication lists and other research data is auto-
generated and constantly updated by the UNSW systems, minimising  the need to 
manually maintain and publish information.   
 
Summary of Key Dates for 2015 
 
Clinical School Annual Dinner – Thursday 17th September   
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TSH Phase 3 ICE – Thursday 17th September 
STG Phase 3 ICE – Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th September  
TSH Phase 3 Viva – Friday 25th September 
STG Phase 3 Viva & Portfolio – Tuesday 22nd to Thursday 24th September   
TSH Phase 3 Portfolio – Tuesday 29th September 
STG Phase 2 Ice – Tuesday 24tt & Wednesday 25th November  
TSH Phase 2 ICE – Tuesday 24th & Wednesday 25th November 
STG Phase 1 OSCE – Tuesday 1st to Thursday 3rd December  

 
St George & Sutherland Medical Research Foundation 
 
Foundation announces details of 2015-16 research grant applications 
 
Applications close 28th August 2015 
 
The St George and Sutherland Medical Research Foundation grant application 
details for 2015-16 have been posted on the Foundation's website: 
www.stgeorgemrf.com.au 
 
The grants are available for St George and Sutherland hospital researchers.  
They include Capacity Building Grants of up to $300,000, a NEW Scholarship 
Program and the Seed Grants.  
 
Full details can be found here, or contact the Foundation on 9098 4040 or email 
virginia@ssmrf.com.au 
 
Foundation Masquerade Ball on Friday 28th August 2015 
 
You are invited to a magical night in disguise to support The St George & Sutherland 
Medical Research Foundation. 
 
Help us raise $250,000 to support world leading local research in St George & 
Sutherland. 
 
Join our charismatic MC Tim Campbell, star of stage and TV, for an entertaining 
evening full of mystery and intrigue from the moment you arrive. 
 
Join us from 7.00pm on Friday, 28th August 2015 in the Grand Ballroom, Sharks 
Leagues Club, 461 Captain Cook Drive, Woolooware. Ballroom attire, masquerade 
masks and invitation required for entry. 
 
Tickets $280 per person on tables of ten. Limited tables available. Enquiries can be 
made to event@ssmrf.com.au 
Bookings must be made by 24th July 2015. 

 
Virginia Venckus, Executive Director    
 

 
Health & Safety     
 
This month’s theme in the WHS newsletter was about Health and Wellbeing and part 
of this included reminding ourselves to take regular breaks especially for those of us 
who sit in front of a computer all day.  
 
There is also a new rest break reminder software available Workrave which can be 
downloaded to your PC to prompt you to take breaks and perform guided exercises. 
The program monitors your keyboard and mouse activity and uses this information to 
determine when to notify you (e.g. if you are away at a meeting it will notice that you 

https://community.stgeorgemrf.com.au/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stgeorgemrf.com.au%2fnews-item.aspx%3fid%3d31&srcid=89&srctid=1&erid=3378&trid=bffdb282-851e-4887-bca4-52e651617a64
mailto:virginia@ssmrf.com.au
mailto:event@ssmrf.com.au


are taking a natural break). Workrave runs on GNU/Linux and Microsoft Windows; 
learn more about it at: http://www.workrave.org/ 

 
Javed Ahkter, H&S Chairperson  

 
 

Contact us 
School Administration |  admin-stgcl@unsw.edu.au  
 
UNSW CRICOS Provider Code 00098G, ABN 57 195 873 179 
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