
 

 
  

Update from the Clinical Associate Dean 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
Welcome to our first Clinical School newsletter for 2015.  I hope the new year has been 
gentle to you.  It has certainly ushered in a whole variety of changes for the Clinical 
School. 
 
Our long search for a new professor of medicine would appear to be reaching an end.  
Negotiations are being finalised for the appointment of an outstanding clinician, 
researcher, teacher and mentor, to St George and Sutherland.  The plan is for him to 
bring his research group from the UK and to contribute to the institution’s academic life 
in a breadth of activities, later in 2015.  As soon as the signature is on the page, I’ll be 
letting everybody know specifics and details. 
 
As you will probably be aware, UNSW has appointed a new Vice Chancellor, following 
Fred Hilmer’s retirement.  Ian Jacobs is a gynaecological oncologist by training and 
was head of the Manchester Academic Health Science Centre, an enormous 
enterprise incorporating most of Manchester’s heath facilities and the University of 
Manchester.  Thus he brings with him a deep understanding of the academic clinical 
setting.  He is actively seeking interaction with the university’s academic, professional 
and technical and conjoint staff with a view to shaping the next ten years at UNSW.  
More detail about his background can be found at https://www.unsw.edu.au/about-
us/president-and-vice-chancellor/biography  
 
The University has also announced the appointment of the new Dean of Medicine, Prof 
Rodney Phillips, who will take up his position in mid-2015 when Peter Smith steps 
down after ten years in the role.  Professor Phillips is a University of Melbourne 
graduate who has been in the UK for the last 30 years, including as Professor of 
Medicine and Vice-Dean of Medical Sciences at Oxford most recently.  His extremely 
successful background is in HIV research, but he also brings with him a strong 
administration and innovation background. 
 
These significant changes come at a time when we are in the process of developing 
our own strategic research plan, which will plot our research direction in coming years, 
in alignment with many stakeholders including the LHD, other Schools within UNSW 
Medicine, and other universities sharing a presence at St George and Sutherland.  
Many of you have already made significant contributions to the gestation of this plan, 
for which I am very grateful. 
 
In the midst of the grand changes, we welcome our next cohorts of undergraduate 
medicine students to St George and Sutherland.  There’s something special about 
watching the early-year enthusiasm they bring to our wards and to tutorials and 
teaching sessions.  Thank you, everybody, for continuing to contribute to their 
enthusiasm. 
 
As always, the newsletter contains plenty of other information.  Please contact the 
various contributors directly if you have comments or questions. 
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Michael Grimm 
 
Update on Teaching, Clinical Teaching Unit 
 
The Clinical Teaching Units both at St George and at Sutherland hospitals are in full 
swing scheduling timetables for lectures and tutorials for the year ahead.  We are 
currently contacting all staff to seek participation in teaching activities for 2015.  Those 
who have been involved in teaching last year have already been contacted but we are 
always seeking more conjoints, and junior and senior medical staff to come and get 
involved.  If you are interested please contact Joanna Tjojoatmodjo 
(stgtu@unsw.edu.au) at St George or Justin Joynes (tshtu@unsw.edu.au) at 
Sutherland. 
 
Phase 3 medical students started back in January and are attached to various Medical 
and Surgical teams. The feedback received from the Phase 3 students is that they are 
enjoying the teams they are attached to.  Phase 1 and 2 students commenced 2nd 
March with orientations before beginning tutorials and lectures.  Examinations for the 
year will be held later in the year in September, November and December. More 
information will follow in future. 
 
The supplementary Phase 2 medical student examinations were held successfully at St 
George Clinical Teaching Unit on the 10th February.  To all staff that contributed their 
time to the exam process a very big “Thank You”. We will be contacting all staff again 
when the exam period starts later this year. 
 
Reflecting back to 2014, this was a very productive and successful year.  We look 
forward to the year with more initiatives and improvements in the system and 
processes to support teaching activities at the St George and Sutherland Clinical 
School. 
 
Should you wish to provide any comment or feedback about teaching or the service the 
Teaching Unit’s provide, please contact either the Student Administrative Staff directly 
at djuniah@unsw.edu.au or x 32709 for St George or j.joynes@unsw.edu.au or x 
37946 for Sutherland, alternatively you can contact the Clinical School Manager, Maxi 
Ghelani on h.ghelani@unsw.edu.au or x32995.  And of course, we are more than 
happy for you to come and drop in and say hello to us at the Clinical Teaching Unit. 
 
Joanna and Justin, Student Administrative Officers 
 
Postgraduate Update 
 
The St George and Sutherland Clinical School Postgraduate Student Program 
continues to remain active with 27 students currently enrolled, 22 enrolled PhD and 5 
enrolled Masters.  Of those 27 students, 3 have indicated they will be submitting their 
thesis by 31 March 2015. We have 2 theses currently under examination. 
 
Congratulations to Manit Arora who was awarded his Masters degree in 2014.  
 
Many of our postgraduate students have published in 2014, won travel grants and 
presented their abstracts at conferences and continue to produce high quality 
research. Congratulations to them all! 
 
Annual Progress Reviews will be commencing soon – watch for your email regarding 
the dates. 
 
And last but not least, the 3-Minute Thesis competition is planned for 18 June 
2015. This event was a great success last year and we are looking forward to an even 
better one this year! 
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Ashish Diwan, Postgraduate Co-ordinator 

 
     
 Congratulations UNSW Medicine  

 
Congratulations to Sinead O Reilly Senior Technical Officer on receiving the Deans 
award in November 2014 for outstanding contribution by a Professional & Technical 
Staff member. 
 

    
 
 
Congratulations to David Lubowski, Conjoint Associate 
Professor at the St George & Sutherland Clinical School, 
UNSW for more than 20 years, for the award of AM in the 
recent Australia Day Honours list.    
 
The award recognises significant service to medicine in the 
field of colorectal surgery as a clinician and researcher, and to 
professional organisations. 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conjoint Promotion  
 
Associate Professor – Paul Bird  
  
New Conjoint Appointments 
 
Lecturer – Christine Bowles, Malgorzata Brzozowska 
 
Associate Lecturer – Gregory Kalogeropoulos, Tun Myat, John Riskallah, Angelica 
Tjokrowidjaja, Shivam Agrawal, William Errington, Angela Sheu, Wing-Chi Yeung, 
James Doherty, Kathy Fu, Lisa Marie Hackett, Mark Hohenberg, John Khoo  

 
ROS Training & HERDC Collection  
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Ms Toni Le Roux, Information Services Librarian (Outreach Librarian) will be coming to 
St George to hold an Online Publications Training session on Friday 20th March 
@10.30am. The training session will be held in the meeting room on level 2 of the 
Pitney Building.  If you would like to attend please email Laura Golland 
l.golland@unsw.edu.au  
 
The HERDC collection for 2014 will be finalised on Friday 24th April.  I encourage all 
researcher’s to login into ROS and check that your publications for 2014 have been 
entered and accepted.  Please note that Books, Book Chapters, Journal Articles and 
Conference papers (if printed in full, peer-reviewed and was presented at a 
conference, workshop or seminar of national or international significance) can be 
included in HERDC.  Please ensure that you include your affiliation with UNSW to all 
publications to help assist with the publication collection.   
 
If you have any questions please contact me on 9113 2036.  
 
Current ROS collection for STGCL  2014  
 

Category   
Book 0 
Book 
chapter 1 
Conference 8 
Journal 
article 178 

 
Laura Golland, Publications Administrator  
 
 
Summary of Key Dates for 2015 
 
Online Publications Training – Friday 20th March  

Deadline for HERDC Collection for 2014 – Friday 24th April  

3 Minute Thesis Competition – Thursday 18th June  

Clinical School Annual Dinner – Thursday 17th September   

TSH Phase 3 ICE – Thursday 17th September 

STG Phase 3 ICE – Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th September  

TSH Phase 3 Viva – Friday 25th September 

STG Phase 3 Viva & Portfolio – Tuesday 22nd to Thursday 24th September   

TSH Phase 3 Portfolio – Tuesday 29th September 

STG Phase 2 Ice – Tuesday 24tt & Wednesday 25th November  

TSH Phase 2 ICE – Tuesday 24th & Wednesday 25th November 

STG Phase 1 OSCE – Tuesday 1st to Thursday 3rd December  

 
 
St George & Sutherland Medical Research Foundation 
 
There were $500,000 in grants announced late last year. 
These included the inaugural $300,000 capacity building grant awarded to Professor 
Steven Krilis and his team in the Department of Immunology, Infectious Disease and 
Sexual Health. 
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Scientific Advisory Committee chairman Prof Ian Cook said: "By providing substantive 
major grant support its purpose is to strengthen and grow a team of quality researchers 
who will enhance our overall research capacity and thereby increase the quantity and 
quality of innovative, internationally competitive research at St George & Sutherland 
Hospitals. In keeping with this strategy the Foundation has committed to award, 
through a highly competitive process subjected to a rigorous external review, a grant of 
$300,000 to an established and productive research team that has been able to 
demonstrate that the funds will truly build further research capacity within that group." 
Five other grants valued at $200,000 were announced on the night. A record number 
applied for these grants. 
 
The others to receive awardees were: 
• Beng Chong 
• Marissa Lassere 
• Freda Passam 
• Peter Wu 
• Kim-Chi Phan-Thien 
• Fatima El-Asaad 
 
ANNUAL GOLF DAY 
The Foundation is finalising numbers for its prestige Golf Day at The Australian on 
March 19. The Australian is a private members’ course and not generally available.  
If you want to enjoy a great day of golf and lunch with a small group of your peers and 
Foundation friends simply go to the Foundation’s website www.icareresearch.com.au 
for details on how to enter. 

 
Virginia Venckus, Executive Director  
 
 
Health & Safety           
 
Due to a recent work-related injury to a contractor it is very important that all 
contractors be inducted prior to commencing work.  Please ensure that the contractor 
details are completed using HS803 Contractor Evaluation Checklist.  All contractors 
who are engaged within the Hospital must report to the engineering office before work 
commences. 
 
All  staff who completed the WHS Course prior to 2013 will be auto enrolled in a 15 min 
WHS Refresher course.  An email will be send out in to prompt staff to complete this.  
                                                        
Javed Ahkter H&S Chairperson  
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